
 

 
Around Our Campuses 
  

 Primrose 

 Welcome Home! Private First Class Kevin Burzesi, a Somers graduate, returned from 

Afghanistan and visited Primrose to personally thank the students in Mr. Mahoney's second 

grade class for the holiday cards and magazines they sent to his unit.  

 

 The Yellow Finch Project - The Yellow Finch Project is a local effort to enhance the lives 

of children with autistic spectrum disorders (ASD) through the dramatic arts.  A team of 

volunteers supports the Project, along with co-founders Beth Howes of South Salem, a 

speech and language pathologist with 23 years of experience; North Salem’s Beth Sullivan, a special education 

teacher for more than 20 years; and clinical psychologist Patricia Spargo Ph.D. of Pound Ridge.  Teachers Lauren 

Bello, Kathy Kane and Liz Joline have been very impressed with the work that The Yellow Finch Group has done 

with the children. They engage them in a variety of dramatic play activities targeting their cooperative and imaginary 

play goals, attentional goals, social interaction and language goals.  We are very grateful to SEPTA for both bringing 

this program to our attention and for providing a very generous grant to Primrose so our students can have this 

experience. 

        
Here, students engage in a performance of The Three Little Pigs 

 

 Green Week Recycle Posters Contest - In honor of Green Week and Earth Day at Primrose, Ms. Pacheco’s class 

made some posters to remind everyone to reduce, reuse, and recycle. Some of the students even entered their posters 

into a poster contest being sponsored by NYS Senator, Greg Ball. 

    
 

 Arts and Ed program-“Rope Warriors” Class Act - Students in K-2nd enjoyed an interactive presentation and were 

encouraged to make healthy choices as they enjoyed an interpretive jump rope program. 

 

April-June, 2014 



 Spring is in the Air!  End of year concerts and celebrations of learning filled the classrooms, performance spaces and 

outdoors at Primrose! Below, Ms. Gruber conducts a First Grade Concert and students perform for parents in the 

culminating event of the Yellow Finch Project (provided by a grant from SEPTA). 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 Environmental Education-Stone Barns Center for Food and Agriculture - All Primrose Kindergarteners 

experienced this program designed to introduce students to how food is grown sustainably. This experience was 

connected to the students’ Science Curriculum and enriched students’ use of the school garden, composting and 

recycling programs at the school. 

 

 A Visit from the Naturalist - Each spring the Kindergarten students enjoy a visit from naturalist Bill Robinson.  This 

year, he brought a snake, owl, turkey vulture, and baby alligator. He shared his knowledge with the students as they 

watched in awe! A highlight was seeing Mr. Robinson feed a mouse to the owl!  

 

 Arts and Ed – Theatreworks production of Charlotte’s Web - Children in grades K-2 enjoyed a wonderful 

production of the timeless E.B. White classic, Charlotte’s Web in the HS auditorium on June 13, 2014.  Thanks to the 

PTA for providing such wonderful experiences for our students and staff. 

 

 Moving Up Day at Reis Park for Second Graders - On June 19th, second graders enjoyed a day of fun to 

commemorate their move to a new school, SIS, in the fall! 
 

 

 Somers Intermediate School 

 Game Day - Under the direction of their teacher, Mrs. Liz Olinto, fifth grade REACH students spent the past two 

months studying vocabulary words and then used these words to design creative board games.  They played the games 

with each other and shared or received valuable feedback on ways to improve the games.  They used this feedback to 

make changes to their games and then played them with their 5th grade peers.  Mrs. Sisca, Mrs. Luke, Mrs. Gronert and 

Mr. Benedetto's classes helped by playing the games.  Game day was a great success!  Keep your eyes open.  You may 

see some of these games in Toys R’ Us someday!     
 

         
 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 



 Theatreworks USA-The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe Sponsored by SIS PTA  
Fourth grade students enjoyed a performance of C.S. Lewis’ 

The Lion the Witch and the Wardrobe last month.  The story 

tells of the adventures of four children in war torn England, 

who accidentally enter into the land of Narnia through a 

wardrobe.  The land of Narnia is ruled by a cold-hearted 

witch, who makes winter last year round.  The children defeat 

the witch and restore sunshine and peace to spell bound Narnia and return lion king, Aslan, to his home.  The children 

enjoyed the live performance as well as reading the beloved story! 

 

 Special Olympics Basketball Games  
Basketball is the third round of games 

in a four season year.  It follows soccer 

and floor hockey and precedes track.  

Athletes from high school through 

fourth grade compete against local 

districts, including Bedford, Yorktown, 

New Rochelle, and Sleepy Hollow. 

 

 

 Jeopardy - Students participated in a highly engaging informal 

summative assessment called Library Jeopardy with Kenneth 

Behling, Library Media Specialist at SIS. Revered as one of the 

more popular library games by the entire school, Jeopardy is a fun 

way for classes to review material learned throughout the entire 

year.  It prepares students for the final library year-end project.  It 

was complete with a remixed Jeopardy theme song and automatic 

scoreboard.  The students had an amazing time! 

 

 Authors’ Day - On Thursday, May 15th, students at Somers Intermediate School enjoyed Authors’ Day!  This year’s 

guests included two Somers alums: author, Elizabeth Cody Kimmel and illustrator (and recent author), Chad Wallace.  

Joining them to round out the day was author, Peter Lerangis.  The students experienced presentations by each of the 

authors/illustrators, workshops, opportunities for guest interviews (conducted by the students!) and, of course, book 

signings.  Co-Chairs, SIS Library Media Specialist, Ken Behling and Special Education Teacher, Carol Haber-Cohen 

organized the day along with the support of the Author’s Day committee.  The first chairs and founders of the event, 

retirees, Kay Staplin and Grace Ostermann were also on hand to enjoy the day.  Similar authors’ days happen in 

Primrose and Somers Middle School.  Students meet the people who have written or illustrated the books they are 

reading and learn more about the creative process, the hard work and the perseverance that goes with being a 

published author/illustrator.  Authors’ Day is supported with a grant from the SEF. 

 

 Let the Music Play On! Music Education is an important part of students’ learning and growth throughout their time 

in Somers.  School concerts and participation in the local NYSSMA (New York State School Music Association) 

festivals provide opportunities for “performance-based assessment” of their learning.       

           
Strings Orchestra    Fifth Grade Band    Chorus 
 

Students as Somers Intermediate School performed in wonderful spring concerts (pictured above).  The students 

combined musical skill with expressive interpretation and their teachers, Mrs. Arlene Wozniak, Mr. Ricky Myint,   

Mr. Terry Reynolds and Mrs. Deborah Nomani were rightfully proud of their efforts and accomplishments! 



 

 Live Wax Museum - Mr. Benedetto and Mr. Camarra’s 5th grade students 

presented their “Live Wax Museum” for classroom parents during an 

evening at SIS. Students researched persons of historical significance and 

wrote papers in the first person perspective of those people. The 

culminating project was a “Wax Museum” in which students presented 

their writing and came dressed as the person that they researched. Some 

notable projects included: Steve Jobs, Helen Keller, Walt Disney and 

Jackie Robinson. 

   

 Editorial Club - The “Editorial Club” at SIS, run by 5th grade teacher, 

Mr. Camarra, worked on an ongoing blog of current local and world events.  Students wrote articles and stories about 

events from SIS, the Sports World and the community.  The Editorial Club consists of students from grades 3-5 and 

meets every other Thursday morning.  The link to the blog is called “SIS Happenings” and it is located on the Editorial 

Club classroom page on the SIS website. 

 

 Layers of the Earth - Third Grade ESL students, with guidance from SIS ESL teacher, Mrs. Lara Davidson, wrote 

fact-based essays about the layers of the earth. They studied the earth's layers and chose two layers they would visit and 

gave factual reasons why they would choose those layers.  They completed four paragraph essays and their writing was 

fabulous! 

 

 Math Enrichment - Mrs. Luke’s Math Enrichment students created digital math games aligned with the 5th grade 

Common Core Standards.  Using Google presentation, they wrote word problems with multiple choice links, links to 

hints to help solve the problems and links to the final solutions. Each game had four problems to solve. The games were 

played by other 5th grade students, and 4th grade math enrichment students. They will be saved as a learning tool for 

future classes!  

 

 Environmental Education-Audubon Greenwich - The third grade participated in a field trip to the Audubon in 

Greenwich, CT.  The trip connected to learning in their Science Curriculum Pond and Stream unit with a focus on 

similarities and differences between habitats and their inhabitants. Our three naturalists instructed the students either 

in a classroom, stream, lake, or pond.  The students explored each habitat.  They investigated animal and plant 

adaptations to special aquatic niches and discovered the food webs of freshwater ecosystems.  

 

 

 Middle School 

  6th grade Health Classes Work with EMS Volunteers  
Health 6 classes had an interactive experience with the local Fire Department and Emergency Medical Service 

volunteers.  Students participated in CPR practice, 

head injury prevention techniques, emergency help 

response planning, and question and answer 

sessions.  All students were able to use prior 

knowledge to ask insightful questions and learn 

from community members about real life situations.  

Injury Prevention strategies are an important part of 

the health curriculum for students in Mr. Arnett’s 

and Ms. Gueli's health classes.  

 

 Arts and Ed programs - Author Visits:  
o Author, Neal Shusterman, provided an interactive presentation to the 7th and 8th graders by describing the creative 

process of writing fiction, including the development of ideas and the writing and publishing process. In addition, 

twenty students had the opportunity to attend an informal luncheon and writing workshop. Mrs. Catherine Gelman, 

Library Media Specialist at SMS, helped to organize the event which was sponsored the SMS PTA. 

 

o Poet, Charles Smith, Jr. presented a program - Poetry Put to Work - for sixth graders.  He encouraged students 

to express themselves creatively through words, performance and photography. 

 



 

 Science at the Bronx Zoo - The entire 7th grade class visited the Bronx Zoo. This trip connected to the students’ “Life 

Science Curriculum” and helped enrich topics such as classification, sustainability and heredity.  A trip to the zoo always 

makes learning fun! 

      
 High Note Festivals at Lake Compounce - On June 6th, Chorus members from Somers Middle School traveled to 

Lake Compounce to participate in the High Note Festival.  Both the 6th grade chorus and the combined 7th and 8th grade 

chorus sang for two judges who adjudicated their performance.  This year the judges were Mr. Roger Thulin, a retired 

band director from Fairfield, CT, and Dr. Clark Saunders, Associate Dean of the Hartt School of Music.  Out of 100 

points, the 6th grade choir earned a 90, and the 7th/ 8th grade choir earned a 95.  Job well done!   

 

 “Newsies” on Broadway - Forty 6th, 7th and 8th grade band, orchestra, and chorus 

students, accompanied by Dr. Steve Chetcuti, Mrs. Marie Williams and parents, 

attended a Broadway performance of “Newsies” at the 

Nederland Theater.  They enjoyed an amazing family style 

dinner at Carmine's prior to the show. The play highlights 

the struggles of the newspaper boys at the turn of the 

century.  Students, teachers and parents agreed that this trip 

should become a Middle School tradition!     

 

 

 Living History Day at SMS - Community, Administration, Retirees, Families 

and Local Officials joined students and volunteers as they commemorated 

Memorial Day, honored our veterans and kept passion and interest in our 

American History alive through the celebration of Living History Day on May 

22, 2014.  Students in 7th grade focus their study on the events in American 

History which helped form our nation and the principles which we so value 

today.  Retired SMS Social Studies Teacher, William Wienecke continued his 

work with the Living History Club and worked with the support of the SMS 7th 

Grade Faculty as well as administration and additional school faculty to ensure 

that the day provided lots of hands-on educational experiences.  Several 

students were honored for their written essays – entered in the Patriot’s Pen 

contest sponsored by the VFW as well as a competition sponsored by the Daughters of the American Revolution.  The 

Somers PTA and the SEF support this worthwhile event and learning experience.  Students from the SMS Fife and 

Drum Band (Dr. Steve Chetcuti) and the SMS Chorus (Ms. Marie Williams) and soloist, Mr. Edward Mullaney added 

the music which helped make the day even more special.  

 

 ELA - Seventh grade ELA students finished up their persuasive/argument writing unit this week. The unit culminated 

with the publication and sharing of their essays in class. They researched and wrote about an array of topics, everything 

from homework policies to banning plastic bags to funding NASA's shuttle program. Here are pictures of students 

reading and commenting on one another's work during our writing celebration. 

 

 Technology Education 

Students working with SMS Technology teachers, Mr. Rich DeVito and Mr. Matt Lugo 

had the opportunity to create a hydroponic system thanks to a SMS PTA mini-grant. 

Third-quarter students were able to use biotechnology to grow their own lettuce.  They 

recorded their plants’ growth and enjoyed a healthy salad party at the end of the project.  

   

  



 High School 
 PNWBOCES Tech Culinary Students Heat It Up in Restaurant Competition - In Yorktown Heights, after preparing 

and eating a meal of spinach ravioli, pan-seared tuna and dark chocolate German cake more than 20 times in the past 

several months, Tech Center Culinary students took their creations on the road for the National Restaurant Association’s 

ProStart Competition. The students from the P/NWBOCES Culinary Program won second place in the competition held 

earlier this month at the Culinary Institute of America in Hyde Park. “They performed so well as a team,” said Tech 

teacher Chef Jenn Guiffre, “because of their hours of work.” The team includes three students from Somers.  “We stayed 

late every day after class, preparing and eating the meal,” said Marielle. “It 

was a lot of work, and really time-consuming,” said Gareth. Marielle and 

Gareth will both attend the Culinary Institute of America in the fall.  

 

The Management Team from The Tech Center took third place in the ProStart 

competition. “They had to come up with their own plan for a restaurant, which 

they called Picnic Place. It is a really creative idea for a restaurant centered 

on picnicking, including indoor and outdoor picnic areas, a rooftop garden 

and a stage for entertainment,” said Guiffre. 

 

The Culinary Team took second place in Pro-Start. From left: Nicholas 

Levins, Carmel; Marissa Mazzella, Somers; Marielle Martin, Somers; Gareth Gore, Haldane; Sophie Shiffman, 

Somers. 

     

 Enrico Fermi Cultural Center in Little Italy Arthur Avenue - For the 5th year in a row, the upperclassmen of the 

Italian Club ventured to Arthur Avenue, Little Italy in the Belmont District of the Bronx, accompanied by SHS Italian 

teacher and club advisor, Ms. Joan Scerbo, Principal, Mr. Mark Bayer, and chaperones, Mrs. Mazzola, Mrs. Shaw, and 

Mrs. Veltri.  The tastes, smells and customs of Italy were reawakened as Italian students learned the arts of baking bread 

at Addeo Bakery, making fresh pasta at Borgatti Pasta, and molding mozzarella at the original Arthur Avenue Deli from 

demonstrations by the owners of these family-run small businesses.  Shopkeepers told the story of their craft and Italian 

culinary traditions that have been cultivated and maintained for generations in this Italian oasis in the Bronx.  A 

traditional trip to the Enrico Fermi Cultural Center followed, and students viewed a historical film about immigration 

to the Belmont District, the cultural treasure of the Bronx, which was first home to thousands of Italian immigrants.  

The students experienced firsthand a community rich in the culture, food and history of the Italian people. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 Photo Club Guest Visitor - Carolyn Taylor, photographer and founder of Global Focus on Cancer visited the Photo 

Club and their advisor, Ms. Colleen Sheehy.   She shared her commercial photography related to the food industry as 

well as her passion to support an international focus on cancer research. She left the group silent with her images and 

inspired all to use their talents to propel their passions. 

 

 Studio in Art Classes and Student Use of Personal Learning Devices - In Studio in Art classes, taught by SHS Art 

Teachers, Ms. Angela Holder and Ms. Colleen Sheehy, students are required to complete an extensive research project, 

spanning an entire quarter. The students are instructed to choose a famous artist for their research. The project consists 

of four parts, which are all assessed separately:  

o Research Biography (four questions) using Noodle tools and the SHS Library Data bases.  

o Power Point Presentation of all visuals and compiled information. This year the Power Points were done on the 

student issued PLDs as a pilot in several freshman art classes.  

o Oral presentation of the Power Point; facilitating the process of the students teaching their classmates what they 

discovered about their artist, a sort of “co-teaching”.  

Owner of Addeo Bakery & Marie 

Henning, Miranda Vece, Victoria 

Diermendjian, Lauren Finella 

 

Mike Greco of Mike's Deli 

making mozzarella. 

 

Lauren DeFrancesco, Kara Nardi, 

Alessandra Pontbriand & Chris 

Borgatti, owner of Borgatti Pasta, 

Arthur Avenue. 

 



o Studio Project, whereby, students take what they have learned about their artist and work in the style of the artist. 

 

This year, all four parts of this project were kept in an electronic/online notebook – Microsoft’s OneNote Notebook.  

This enabled each part to be accessible from students’ PLDs anywhere and anytime. The technology team at the HS, 

SCSD Director of Technology, Chris White and SHS Gear Squad students supported the process with 85 Studio in Art 

students. A partnership with the LHRIC was also essential in aiding the success of completing this project with student 

use of PLDs.  

       

 DUI: A Powerful Lesson - Mark Sterner, a convicted drunk driver, addressed the entire HS student body about the 

horrors of drinking and driving. Sterner, a motivational speaker who has presented to 

audiences around the world, shared his own personal 

tragedy, in the hopes that students will think carefully 

about the choices they make.  He shared a videotape 

that his friends made while he was driving drunk.  The 

videotape ended just moments before a crash that 

resulted in fatalities. His powerful presentation helped 

students realize that making the choice to drink and 

drive can cause an everlasting impact on their friends, 

their families and themselves. 

                
 2015 National Merit Scholarship Program - Congratulations to the following Juniors, who will be receiving 

recognition from the 2015 National Merit Scholarship Program:  Julia Corbett, Julia Dursi, Radhika Gogna, Olivia 

Hill, Marea Hurson, Lucy Kirichenko, Sarah Kornblatt, Aliyah Meyer, Brian Mottola, Jessica Rosenblum, Dylan 

Sanders.  The National Merit® Scholarship Program is an academic competition for recognition and scholarships 

that began in 1955.  High school students enter the National Merit Program by taking the Preliminary SAT/National 

Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test - a test which serves as an initial screen of approximately 1.5 million entrants each 

year. Students must be progressing normally toward graduation or completion of high school, and planning to enroll 

full time in college no later than the fall following completion of high school. 

 

 Human Rights Institute at Manhattanville College - Ten 10th grade students, accompanied by SHS Teacher, Mrs. 

Dawn Kessler, attended the Human Rights Institute for student leaders sponsored by Holocaust and Human Rights 

Education Center (HHREC) at Manhattanville College.  For 13 years now, the Holocaust and Human Rights Education 

Center in White Plains has invited high school sophomores to discuss humanity’s ills and take a stand against them. 

Some 300 students from 25 high schools gathered at Manhattanville College for the annual Human Rights Institute for 

Student Leaders. This year’s theme was “The Power of One.” Keynote speaker Alison Crowther, whose son, Welles, 

died helping people during the Sept. 11 World Trade Center attacks, talked to the teens about the lives her son saved 

that day by being a helper instead of a bystander.  

 

High school sophomores study global issues in school, and the conference is linked to their curriculum. The students 

were assigned to workshops led by high school juniors who attended the conference 

as sophomores. The student presenters chose a human rights topic and researched 

it to prepare for the workshop sessions.  The students who attended from Somers 

High School planned “Upstander” Week events at the HS – including arranging for 

Mrs. Crowther to be a guest speaker at Somers High School on April 29th.  Her 

message was “Be courageous.  Care for others.  A hero lives in you.” 

 

 

 



 

 Somers Journeys:  European Spring Breaks for SHS Juniors and Seniors 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Science Symposium - Mr. Horrace and Mr. Maelia addressed the audience at the Science Symposium. The 

Symposium allows students to present their work to the public – an important skill that is needed during Science Fair 

competitions.  Check out the Science Research Program website for more information and photos! 

http://www.somersscienceresearch.com/  

 

                     
 

 Science Research Foundation Student Wins Gold at International Sustainable World Energy Engineering 

Environment Project Competition - Eight Science Research Students from 

Westchester Country traveled to Houston Texas for the annual ISWEEP 

competition Project Olympiad. Over 500 students competed against peers from 

66 different countries presented their research projects in the areas of Energy, 

Engineering and the Environment.  Science Research teachers, Mr. Greg 

Horrace and Mr. Bill Maelia were proud to announce that SHS sophomore Dalia 

Laredo took the Gold in the Environment category for her project entitled: 

“Development of an Oil Filter that Uses Biowaste as the Sorptive Media.” 

Congratulations to Dalia and the Science Research teachers, Mr. Horrace and 

Mr. Maelia for this incredible accomplishment! 

 

 Spanish Classes visit the Metropolitan Museum of Art - Spanish classes visited The Metropolitan Museum of Art 

for a cultural experience in Spanish and Latin American Art. Mrs. Stoecker’s and Mrs. Siano’s Spanish 2 classes, along 

with World Language teachers, Mrs. Herlihy and Mr. Lopez, visited the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York 

City. The trip was the culmination of the end of a unit of study focusing on Spanish artists and their paintings.  A private 

tour was arranged with two very knowledgeable museum guides who engaged students in an hour-long visit. Guides 

Brittany Prieto and Artemis Stamatiadis involved students in learner-centered, inquiry-based conversations that fostered 

curriculum connections and encouraged important learning skills such as evidence-based reasoning and critical thinking. 

The guided visits also inspired students to build strong content knowledge across disciplines, and supported their 

confidence, curiosity, and creativity. Students viewed the works of Francisco de Goya, Joan Miró, Pablo Picasso, 

ITALY - 17 Students. Chaperones:  

Lisa Siano, Desiree St. John, Cynthia 

Maloney www.italyshs.blogspot.com 

 

 

FRANCE – 23 Students.  Chaperones:  Anna 

Timone, Christine Brooks, Jean Schult, Colleen 

Sheehy 

http://notrevoyageenfrance2014.blogspot.com/ 

 

SPAIN - 29 Students.  Chaperones:  Monica Martell, 

William Maelia, Angela Holder, Mark Bayer, Carol 

Lieto 

http://somershighschoolmadrid2014.blogspot.com/ 

http://www.somersscienceresearch.com/
http://www.italyshs.blogspot.com/
http://notrevoyageenfrance2014.blogspot.com/
http://somershighschoolmadrid2014.blogspot.com/


Velázquez, Salvador Dalí, El patio de Velez Blanco and El Greco (Domenikos Theotokopoulos). All agreed, “A picture 

is worth a thousand words!”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Boston College Model United Nations Conference - Twelve students from the Somers High School Model UN Club, 

along with their advisor, Ms. Liz Gruffi and school librarian, Pam Read, attended 

the 2nd annual Boston College Model United Nations Conference. High schools 

from across the nation and the globe attended the conference organized by 

Boston College undergraduate students. Former Massachusetts Senator Scott 

Brown was the keynote speaker and discussed identity politics and the 

importance of being a globally aware citizen. Model United Nations encourages 

high school delegates to explore the complexities of international affairs and 

stimulates their interest in problem solving and debate. Somers students 

examined topics with the viewpoints of counties such as Uganda, Iran, Lebanon, 

Mongolia, and the United States. The students were successful at the conference 

and enjoyed a lifelong learning experience along with a weekend in historic 

Boston.  

 

 Yom Hashoah – Holocaust Observance – Held at Somers High School on April 28, 2014 - With support from 

Somers High School Teachers, Dawn Kessler and Stephanie Catania, the Somers Holocaust Memorial Commission 

held an evening of remembrance at Somers High School on Monday, April 28, 2014.  It included performances by the 

SHS Choir, Orchestra and Band as well as a local dance group and local talent including Somers 

HS alumni, Clare Walsh and JT Credidio.  The evening’s keynote speaker was Marshall Kim.  

Marshall Kim survived the Killing Fields in Cambodia 

and escaped the Khmer Rouge in 1979. After three 

years in a Thai refugee camp, Kim arrived in the U.S. 

at age 20. Later he founded the Cambodian-American 

Foundation for Education. This charitable organization 

ensures Cambodian children complete school in an 

effort to rebuild and heal the nation.  The evening 

included the awards and display of Holocaust and 

Human Rights projects by 10th Grade Somers High School Global Studies students and students from North Salem 

High School.               

 

 Somers High School Choral and Orchestral Spring Concert - The Spring Concert season got off to a wonderful start 

on May 1, 2014 when the Somers High School Orchestra, under the direction of Ms. Anne Harris and SHS Choral 

Ensembles, under the direction of Mrs. Ann Ferraro, performed in the SHS auditorium.  Their musical selections 

included a variety of compositions that truly showcased the talents and versatility of our students.  Highlights included 

a Johann Straus waltz (On the Beautiful Danube), an outstanding viola performance by senior, Maya Balkaran, in 

Romanze for Viola and Orchestra by Max Bruch, a crowd pleasing Kia Hora Te 

Marino, a choral piece complete with Maori (from New Zealand) chants and 

percussion and a final and powerful full choral 

rendition of selections from Phantom of the 

Opera. These performances highlight was 

thrilled! the importance of music in our 

schools.  The students and their teachers were 

thoroughly engaged and the audience was 

thrilled! 

 



 National Honor Society Goes on a “Midnight Run” to Help the Homeless - Students in the National Honor 

Society, along with club advisor, Mr. Bill Maelia, distributed supplies to several homeless shelters in New York City.  

They worked with the Midnight Run organization. 

 

 Shark Tank - The Senior Economic students from Ms. Polansky’s and Ms. Catania’s classes have been learning about 

different kinds of business organizations. For their assessment, students created their own business plan and presented 

it to the class.  Originally they were going to conduct Shark Tank as a class but students worked hard and had their 

teachers come in and be sharks.  Some groups brought in their products which included cupcakes and other great ideas.  

 

 William Paterson University World Languages Poetry Contest - World Language students participated at the 

Annual William Patterson World Languages Poetry Competition. Students competed against students from over 50 

schools in the tri-state area. Students recited world renowned international poems, which they had memorized, to a jury 

of professional judges to compete in this prestigious world 

language poetry competition.  Ms. Joan Scerbo was pleased to 

congratulate the following winners from Somers High School: 

- French beginner, 2nd place—Erin Liffitin 

- French native, Honorable Mention—Sophie Davison 

- Italian beginner, 2nd place—Jarod Mazzola 

- Italian advanced, 2nd place—Antonella D'Ascanio 

- Italian native, 3rd place—Antonio Paone 

- Spanish native, 2nd place—Rodolfo Leppe 

 

All of the students who participated were honored during the Board 

of Education Meeting in May.  World Language teachers, Ms. Joan Scerbo, Mrs. Lisa Siano and Ms. Anna Timone 

shared in the celebration of their students’ success! 

 

 On My Mind 
2014 marked the ninth year of the Northeast Westchester Rotary Club’s (formerly, the Somers/Katonah Rotary Clubs) 

publication of the student writing anthology, On My Mind.  Students from The Academy for Social Action (NYC), 

Boys Latin HS (Philadelphia), Danbury HS, Franklin HS (Franklin Township, NJ), HS for Public Service (Brooklyn, 

NY), Kennedy Catholic HS (Somers), Sullivan West HS (Lake Huntington, NY) along with 50 Somers High School 

students had work published in the book which showcases the writing talent of high school students from various 

locations as they face the challenges of growing up.  This year’s writers, as always, explored different writing genres 

to express their thoughts on every imaginable topic.  They demonstrated a passion for words and 

most of all, they allowed us a glimpse into their hearts, their minds and their worlds. 

 

Local educator and published author, Dr. Linda Silbert, was the Keynote Speaker for the 

publication event which was held on Thursday, May 8, 2014.  Students from three of the high 

schools (Academy for Social Action, Kennedy and Sullivan West) joined Somers students, parents 

and members of the Rotary to enjoy student readers and a dinner provided by Rotarian and 

program coordinator, Rick DiNardo.  Martin Ashley edited the edition as he has for the past nine 

years.  Somers High School English Teacher, John Murphy, coordinates submission of student 

writing for the publication.  

 

 Green Power Engineering Club - Students and advisors, Mr. Amato, Mr. Fry and Mr. Boire from the High School 

Green Power Engineering Club participated in the annual Electrathon America competition. This year the activity drew 

more than 30 electric vehicles from several Northeastern states. In preparation, club members made several 

modifications to the vehicle including a change in the gear ratio and the design, 

construction and welding of new framework. This event not only gives students a 

chance to interact with students from other districts, 

but also gives parents, teachers and students a chance 

to work together for a common cause. Several parents 

attended and the day was, once again, a big success. 

Thanks to our drivers, Joe Panzarino and Brighton 

Key and to those parents and students helping out in 

the pits! 



 NYSSMA Major Ensemble Festival - The NYSSMA festival is a terrific instrument for authentic assessment. Under 

Symphonic Band Director, Terry Reynold’s direction, students perform significant works of concert band repertoire for 

distinguished adjudicators. The rubric is well constructed to provide feedback to the students. The band’s repertoire is 

the primary entity from which curriculum material is addressed. This year’s Symphonic Band challenged themselves 

by performing a Level 5 piece. 

 

 Jazz and Symphony Bands at Trills and Thrills Music Festival - Both a successful musical experience coupled with 

a wonderful bonding and motivating experience, the Symphony band, under the direction of Mr. Terry Reynolds, earned 

the festival's highest rating, "Superior". The judges' written comments were suitable for framing. The students 

comported themselves splendidly both during performance and in the park and restaurant afterward. The group was 

chaperoned by SIS Band Director, Mr. Ricky Myint and SHS Principal, Mr. Mark Bayer.  

 

 
DISTRICT 

 New York State Testing Program 
The final round of state testing was completed with students in grades 3-8 completing New York State Tests in 

Mathematics, aligned to the Common Core Learning Standards.  Earlier in April, these students were tested in the 

English Language Arts.  These tests have certainly received a lot of attention and whether they effectively and 

appropriately assess student learning in the grades with regard to Common Core Learning Standards remains to be seen.  

Certainly they were long in length (3 days per subject with testing sessions ranging from 70-90 minutes) and many of 

the questions were complex by any standard.  We continue to build a strong and reliable local assessment system with 

common grade level and course assessments that teachers can use in real time to inform instruction and ensure student 

learning.   

 

 District Festival of the Arts, April 24, 2014 

The thirteenth annual festival of the arts was held at Somers High School on April 24, 2014.  Student art work from 

every school was showcased so guests could admire the progression of skills and creative expression from children in 

grades K through 12.  Here are just a few of the amazing works that were showcased! 

          

   
 

 

 Somers Chamber of Commerce Honors 2014 Citizen of the Year, SCSD Social Work, Mrs. Theresa Reda 
On May 22nd, The Somers Chamber of Commerce honored Ms. Theresa Reda, who, for the past 26 years, has served as 

a Somers Central School District Social Worker. Theresa administers the free and reduced price meal plan for students 

and has been instrumental in organizing efforts to provide assistance to families throughout the school year and 

especially during holiday periods.   

 

 Somers Central School District Honors Retirees and 25+ Year Employees – At its June 10th meeting, the Board of 

Ed recognized this year’s retirees:  Mary Jane Hales-Special Ed teacher at SHS, Roy Arnesen-Physical Education 



teacher at PES, Arlene Wozniak-Music/Strings teacher at SIS/SMS, Michael Cleary-Computer Aide at SMS, Alice 

McNamara-Sr. Office Assistant at SHS Guidance Office, and Robert Wagner-Custodian at SIS.  25 Year employees 

recognized were Kevin Brown-Head Custodian at SMS, Kathy Turkewitz-Science teacher at SMS, Mary White-Math 

teacher at SMS, Liz Richtarcik, Secretary at SHS Guidance Office, Kathleen Kelton-Health teacher at SHS, Terry 

Reynolds-Music/Band teacher at SIS/SHS and Kathleen Smith-School Psychologist at SMS. 

 

 Somers Tenure Recipients of 2014: 

 

Primrose School Psychologist, Regina 

Kaishian, Special Education Teacher, 

Crystle Regulbuto, HS Counselor, 

Annia Rivero, SHS Math Teacher, 

Krista Napolitano, SHS Alt School 

Teacher, Douglas Packard, SMS 

Principal, Jeff Getman, SHS Social 

Studies Teacher, Desiree St.John, SIS 

Teacher, Beth Monteleone, Primrose 

Reading Teacher, Cassie Achenbach, 

SIS ESL Teacher, Lara Davidson, SIS 

Teaching Assistant, Valerie Bloom, and 

SCSD Teacher of the Visually 

Impaired, Amanda Torregrossa.  

 

Not pictured, SMS, Assistant Principal, DJ Colella and SHS Math Teacher – recognized for Special Education, 

Laura Vegliante. 

 
 

 

A safe and happy, relaxing summer to all! 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


